Experiment 1:  Vignettes with “take” and “often”

Incest (often):

Bob was at a family gathering when he met Ellen, a second cousin of his that he had seen once or twice before.  Bob found Ellen very attractive and he asked her out on a date.  Ellen accepted and they began to have a romantic and sexual relationship.  They often go on weekend trips to romantic hotels in the mountains.

Incest (take):

Bob was at a family gathering when he met Ellen, a second cousin of his that he had never met before.  Bob found Ellen very attractive and he asked her out on a date.  Ellen accepted and they began to have a romantic and sexual relationship.  They take weekend trips to romantic hotels in the mountains.

Eating one’s dog (often)

Frank’s dog was killed by a car in front of his house.  Frank had heard that in China people often eat dog meat and he was preparing for a research trip to China.  Wanting to better understand the culture he was about to visit,  Frank cut up the body, cooked it and ate it for dinner.

Eating one’s dog (take)

Frank’s dog was killed by a car in front of his house.  Frank had heard that in China people eat dog meat and he was to take a research trip to China soon.  Wanting to better understand the culture he was about to visit,  Frank cut up the body, cooked it and ate it for dinner

Ambulance-chasing lawyer (often)

George is a personal injury lawyer.  In order to find new cases for himself, he hangs out at the emergency room of hospitals, waiting for ambulances to arrive.  When a new person is admitted to the hospital, he often approaches the person and tries to convince him or her to sue somebody for their accident.

Ambulance-chasing lawyer (take)

George is a personal injury lawyer.  In order to find new cases for himself, he hangs out at the emergency room of hospitals, waiting for ambulances to arrive.  When a new person is admitted to the hospital, he would take the person aside and tries to convince him or her to sue somebody for their accident.

Bribery (often)

Congressman Arnold Paxton frequently gives speeches condemning corruption and arguing for campaign finance reform.  But he is just trying to cover up the fact that he himself is often bribed by the tobacco lobby, and other special interests, to promote their legislation

Bribery (take)

Congressman Arnold Paxton frequently gives speeches condemning corruption and arguing for campaign finance reform.  But he is just trying to cover up the fact that he himself will take bribes from the tobacco lobby, and other special interests, to promote their legislation

.

Shoplifting (often) 
Robert is unemployed and has been going to several businesses in the hopes of landing a job.  He wants to look presentable when he tries to get a job but he can’t afford to buy new clothes.  So he has begun shoplifting.  He goes to a store wearing a heavy jacket and then tries on shirts which he often wears out of the store under the jacket.

Shoplifting (take)
Robert is unemployed and has been going to several businesses in the hopes of landing a job.  He wants to look presentable when he tries to get a job but he can’t afford to buy new clothes.  So he has begun shoplifting.  He goes to a store wearing a heavy jacket and then tries on shirts to take out of the store under the jacket.

Library theft (often)  
Tim is a graduate student at the University of Minnesota.  He likes to have library books at home to help him with his research, but the library won’t allow him to check out any more books, since he has so many overdue.  So he started to simply leave with the books from the library without checking them out.  Often he leaves with newspapers and magazines as well.

Library theft (take)
Tim is a graduate student at the University of Minnesota.  He likes to have library books at home to help him with his research, but the library won’t allow him to check out any more books, since he has so many overdue.  So he started to simply leave with the books from the library without checking them out.  He has begun to take newspapers and magazines as well.

Experiment 2:  Same as Exp. 1 with two exceptions:  

a) Littering substituted for Dog vignette, b) added Morally-neutral vignette
Littering (often)

Faye was late to pick up her co-worker for lunch.   On the way she noticed that her car was full of cigarette butts and fast food trash because she often went to McDonalds.   A the next red light, she opened her door and threw out the trash

Littering (take)

Faye was late to pick up her co-worker for lunch.   On the way she noticed that her car was full of cigarette butts and fast food trash because she would get take out from McDonalds.   A the next red light, she opened her door and threw out the trash

Morally-neutral (often) 

Dan is a student council representative at his school.  This semester he is in charge of scheduling discussions about academic issues.  He often picks topics that appeal to both professors and students in order to stimulate discussion

Morally-neutral (take)

Dan is a student council representative at his school.  This semester he is in charge of scheduling discussions about academic issues.  He tries to take up topics that appeal to both professors and students in order to stimulate discussion

